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The Senate tax credit bill is fiscally
responsible, it is paid for, and it costs
$10 billion compared to the $82 billion
in the House bill. The Senate bill is
supported by Democrats and rank-and-
file Republicans in the House, and it
would immediately provide the tax
credit to millions of working and mili-
tary families let out of the final tax
cut bill approved last month. We can
pass the bipartisan legislation and send
it to the President today.

It is interesting that after the vote
on the tax credit last week, where the
Republicans’ reckless and callous pol-
icy prevailed, that on the motion to in-
struct which followed, 12 Republicans
joined the Democrats in a motion to
instruct the conferees to take up the
Senate bill. We did that because we
know we can invest in our children or
we can indebt them. That is the choice
that the Republicans have put before
us.

Mr. Speaker, President Kennedy said,
“Children are our greatest resource
and our best hope for the future.” |
urge my Republican colleagues to do
the right thing and accept the Senate
bill and, in doing so, support the value
we place on our children. We cannot
say that some children are our greatest
resource and our best hope for the fu-
ture, but not if your parents make the
minimum wage or if they are risking
their lives on active duty in the mili-
tary. We recognize our children as our
messengers to a future many of us,
most of us, will never see. We want
them to take forward a message of re-
spect for children, all children in our
country. We want to show them that
they really are our greatest resource
and our best hope for the future.

There is no excuse, Mr. Speaker, for
the Republican majority not to go im-
mediately to conference and send this
bill back to the House for approval and
to the President’s desk before the end
of the month so that every child in
America can take advantage of the tax
credit whose parents qualify.

——————

THE STRAIGHT STORY ON THE
HIGH COST OF PHARMACEUTICALS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANKs of Arizona). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is recognized for
5 minutes.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, for some time now, a number of us
have been coming to the floor of the
House to talk about the high cost of
prescription drugs here in the United
States. We pay more for prescription
drugs than any country on the face of
the Earth, and many of our senior citi-
zens and others have been going right
across the border into Canada and buy-
ing pharmaceutical products for half or
one-tenth the cost that they are here
in the United States.

Now, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and the pharmaceutical companies
are doing everything they can to stop
Americans from buying pharma-
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ceutical products from Canada by say-
ing that there is a safety issue. The
fact of the matter is, we checked, the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) and myself and others; and we
have found no cases, none, where Cana-
dian pharmaceutical products that
were made here in the United States
and reimported back into this country
have caused anybody any harm. Abso-
lutely zero.

Now, in my congressional district,
the PhRMA companies have been mail-
ing literature to senior citizens saying
that there is a safety issue if you buy
pharmaceutical products from Canada
because they may be contaminated or
counterfeit or something else. We have
found no cases like that. But they are
mailing them into my district trying
to scare people trying to influence
them to influence me to change my po-
sition. Americans should pay no more
for pharmaceutical products than they
do in other parts of the world; and yet
we pay more, by far, than any country:
France, Germany, Spain, Canada, any-
place.

Now, today | was watching television
and there is a man | respect a great
deal, Neal Cavuto; he has a great tele-
vision show, and he is a very fair news-
man. He had a gentleman on his pro-
gram that said that there was a real
problem with safety of these pharma-
ceutical products coming in from Can-
ada, and the gentleman who was on was
so vociferous and so adamant about
this that | feel that he must have been
paid by the pharmaceutical companies;
and if he is not, he should be. Because
he is trying to scare Americans into
believing they should not buy these
pharmaceutical products from Canada.

We have over a million people a year
that buy their products from there be-
cause they cost so much less, and the
attempt is being made to stop that by
the Food and Drug Administration say-
ing they are not safe when there is no
evidence of that, and by the pharma-
ceutical companies who are saying
they are following the edicts of the
Food and Drug Administration.

Now, we are coming up with a pre-
scription drug benefit before too long,
and unless we get a handle on these
prices and make sure that the Amer-
ican people are paying prices similar to
the rest of the world, the taxpayer is
going to be picking up the difference
between what they pay in Canada and
what they pay here in the United
States. The senior citizens want the
prescription drug benefit, and we want
to give it to them; but we do not want
the taxpayers of this country saddled
with extremely high prices for the
products they can buy right across the
border for less money.

So it is extremely important, in my
opinion, that we get this message out
to the American people. And the phar-
maceutical companies have $150 mil-
lion they are dumping into an ad cam-
paign to try to convince people that
these products are not safe when that
is just not the case.
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So | would just like to say if Mr.
Cavuto happens to be watching tonight
or any other television commentator,
please be fair. Be sure to have the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GuUT-
KNECHT) or myself or somebody else
who has been studying this issue for
some time on the program as well to
rebut those who are paid for by the
pharmaceutical companies to make
sure the American people are getting
the story straight; not biased, but
straight.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind all Members to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

———

A HATE-HATE RELATIONSHIP
WITH MEDICARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
the Republicans have just never really
liked Medicare. Medicare was enacted
in 1965, despite the overwhelming oppo-
sition of Republicans in Congress. Only
13, fewer than 10 percent, only 13 of the
140 Republicans in the House in those
days backed Medicare. Bob Dole voted
“no.” Gerald Ford voted ‘“no.” The
soon-to-be minority leader, John
Rhodes, voted ‘‘no’’; Strom Thurmond
voted ‘‘no,” Donald Rumsfeld, a Mem-
ber of Congress then, all leaders in
their party, in the Republican Party,
voted against the creation of Medicare.
They were unapologetic at the time.
Most of them are unapologetic about
their opposition and their willingness
to undercut Medicare today.

Senator Bob Dole, 20 years later as a
candidate for President representing
the Republican Party, told a conserv-
ative group called the American Con-
servative Union, he said, “l was there,
fighting the fight, one of only 12 voting
against Medicare.”” Actually, | do not
know where he came up with 12, there
were many more than that, but one of
a few, he said, voting against Medicare.
The Reagan administration some years
later led the first substantive swings at
Medicare. With the help of congres-
sional allies, he succeeded in cutting
Medicare payments to doctors and rais-
ing seniors’ Medicare out-of-pocket ex-
penses. But it was not until Repub-
licans took over the House in 1994 the
Republican leadership had a realistic
chance at obtaining their long-held
goal of killing Medicare. House Speak-
er Newt Gingrich, almost immediately
after being sworn in in January, led a
failed bid to cut Medicare by $270 bil-
lion to pay for a tax cut for the
wealthiest people in the country.
Sound familiar? Cut Medicare, free up
the dollars, so you can give a tax cut to
the richest 5 percent, richest 6 percent
of people in this country.

Among the Gingrich Medicare plans,
a key supporter was then Governor of
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